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AGRICULTURE. 

RHODE ISLAND. 
Hon. WILLIAM R. MEiiRIAM, 

Director of tlie Census. 
Srn: I htwe the honor to transmit herewith, for pub

lication in bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture for 
tho state of Rhode Ish1nd, taken in accordance with the 
provisions of section 7 ·of the act. of March 3, 1899. 
This section requires that-

The schedules relating to agriculture shall comprehend the fol
lowing topics: Name of occupant of each farm, color of occupant, 
tenure, acreage, value of farm and improvements, acreage of differ
ent products, quantity and value of products, and number and 
value of live stock. All questions as to quantity and vnlne of 
cropB cihall relnte to the yenr ending December thirty-first next 
preceding the enumeration. 

The farm lands of Rhode Island have an area of '712 
sqti.are miles, or 67.6 per cent of the total land surface 
of 1,053 sqnarc miles. Narragansett Bay divides the 
state from north to south ancl furnishes the greater pt1rt 
of t1 coast line 245 miles long. The . coast is nearly 
everywhere bordered by sand beaches and extensive salt 
marshes, thus greatly reducing the area available for 
enltivation. 

Newport and Bristol counties, comprising the islands 
and peninsulas east of Narrngansett Bay, have a total 
land surface of 142 square miles, of which 88 square 
miles m;e included in farms. These two counties con
ti1in tho largest relative percentages of improved land, 
and have the most fertile soil. The land west of the 
bay is generally hilly, especially in the north. There 
t~re numerous streams, but owing to their small· size 
there is little alluvial soil. Most of the land is slaty 
and more 1:mitable for grazing than for cultivation. 
About one-f~urth of the total area is woodland. 

The value of the 5,498 farms of the state is $23,125,260, 
of which $9, 703,4:90, or 42 per cent, represents the value 
o:f buildings, and $13,421, 770, or 58 per cent, the value 
of land and improvements exclusive of buildings. The 
average value of land per acre, exclusive of buildings, 
mnO'OS from $14.88 in Washington county to $68.23 in 

0 l . Bristol county. For the state the average va ue rn 
$29.46 per aero. 

The va.lne of the farm products of 1899 was $6,333,864:, 
a gain since 1889 of $2,115,564, or 50.2 per cent. If 
the value of products fed to live stock, $96\l,140, be 
deducted from the value of all farm products, there 
remains a gross income of $5 1364:1724:, equal to lU. D per 

cent of the total capital invested in farm uroperty. As 
no reports of expenditures for taxes, interest, insurance, 
feed for stock, and similar items have been obtained by 
any census, no statement of net farm income can be 
given. 

The term "Farm property," as used in the text and 
tables of this bulletin, includes the values of 1aml, im
provements and buildings, implements and machinery, 
and live stock. This valm1tion, J nne 1, 1900, w~ts 
$26,989,189, or 7.2 }Jer cent greater than on the corre
sponding date in 1890. 

The receipts from animal products in 1899, amount
ing in the aggrogi1te to $3,292,295, constitute 61.4 por 
cent of the total value of products not :feel to live stock, 
referred to elsewhere as ·the "g•ross farm income." 
Drdry products had a value of $1,923,707, or 35.9 per 
cent of the gross income of fanns, and poultry and 
eggs yielded an income of $1,055,635. Market garden
ing has in the past twenty years advanced to a leading 
position. The area used in 1899 in the production of 
vegetables, including potatoes, sweet potiitoes, and 
onions, was 10,982 acres, and the value of product"! 
obtained therefrom was $992,467. Hay and fomgo and 
the cereals are no longer the sources of any consicler:1-
ble direct income, their cultivation being almost wholly 
incident to the dairy and live-stock industries. This is 
shown by the fact that in 1899 farm products aggregat
ing 76.2 per cent of the year's production of hay and 
grain were f1?d to live stock on the farms of the pro
ducers. The 11rea devotee\ to cereals decreased. from 
19,575 acres in 1879 to 10,552 acres in 1899, ttnd the total 
production from 564,580 bushels to 350,110 busl:els. 

The gradual t1bandonment of cereal production has 
been attended by a corresponding growth in other 
bmnches of agriculture, notably dairying, poultry rais
ing, the culture of small fruits, ancl genen1l nmrket 
ga1:dening. The a,ren. utilized in the production of 
vegetables was only slightly larger thr111 that devoted. to 
cereals, but the products had rt value more tlmn five 
times as great, the average income per acre from vege
tables having been $90.37, and from cereals, $17.97. 

Very respectfully, 

d.Y9~. 
Okief Statii:;t'icictn for Agrimilfore. 
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AGRICULTURE IN RHODE ISLAND. 
GENERAL STATISTICS. 

NUMBER AND SIZE OF FARMS. 

The 5,408 farms of Rhode Island comprise 455,602 
acres, or 67.6 per cent of the total land surface of the 
state. The following table gives by decades, since 1850, 
the num her of farms reported, the total and twerage 
acrcrige, and the per cent of farm land improved: 

TAnLE 1.-FARlVIS AND FARM ACREAGE: 1s50 'ro 1900. 

NUMBER 01~ ACltES IN FARMS. 
Per cent 

CENSUS YEAI\, Nmn!Jer of farm 
of farms. Un- l!u1d im-

'.l'otal: Improved. improved. Average proved. 

--- ---
1900 .••••••••••• 5, <198 4.'i.5, 602 187, 3M 21iS,2<18 83 <11.1 
1890 ............ 5,500 4@, 281 274,491 ln·l, 7UO 85 58.5 
1H80 ............ fl, 2Hl 51,1,813 298,,186 216, 327 83 58.0 
1870 ............ 5,:lliB 502, 808 289, 030 213, 278 9·1 57. 5 
mm ............ 5; 10li 521,22·1 335, 128 186, ODO 96 64. 3 
18fl0 ............ 5,:JS5 553, 938 356, <187 197,•151 103 6'1. 4 
----· 

During the past :fifty years the number of farms has 
remained practically the same, being, in 1900, 113 more 
tlmn in 1850 and 2 le8s than in 1890. In the same 
period the number of acres inclnded in farms has de
creased 1 '7.8 per cent. As this decrease has been at tt 
fairly constant rate, it is probable that it is due htrgely 
to the withdmwttl from ftLT!lls of land for town lots and 
factory sites. The per cent of improved form land 
decreatJed from 64.4 in 1850 to 41.1in1900, the largest 
rehitive decrease having taken place in the last decade, 
in which period the per celit ~ell from 58. 5 to 41.1. It 
is known that a. considerable acreage which, ten year::; 
before, wa.s classed as· improved, was report.eel in 1900 
ns unimproved. It is probable that a large portion of 
this area was once dev;otecl to the production of hay and 
cereals. Not being of a charneter to yield profitable 
crops of fruits or vegebtbles, thif:l land was partfally or 
wholly nba.ndoned as soon as western competition, 
1Jrought ttbout by cheapened transportation, rendered 

the growing of cereals unprofitable. The operators 
transferred their attention to small areas of the most 
fertile soil, and hy dn,irying, poultry raising, and mar
ketgardening-, increased both the quantity ancl the vnluo 
of their annual products~ 

FARM PROPERTY AND PRODUCTS. 

Tho values of farm h111cl and improvements, imple
ments and machinery, live stock, il,ncl farm products are 
given in T11ble 2 for ea.ch census yettr, beginning with 
1850. 

TABLE 2.-v .ALUES oF FARM i,ROPERTY AND PRODUCTS: 
1850 TO 1900. 

'.l'ot11l value I Lttllll, im- Irnple-
CENSUS YEAR, of farm 1 provmnents, mcnts11nd Livostock. Fmm prod-

property. and build· 11111cltinery. " ucts,1 
in gs. 

moo ............. $26, 089, 189 $23, 125, 260 SI, 270, 27l1 $2, 593, 659 $6, 333, 804 
1890 ............. 25, 179,479 21,873,479 9'11,030 2, 30•1, 970 4,218,300 
1880 ............. 29, 039, 045 2ri,ss2, 079 002,825 2 254 142 3, 670, 135 
18702 ............ 25, 496, 3·10 21,574, 968 736,246 s: rn5: 132 •4, 761,Hl3 
18()0 ............. 22, 179, 888 rn,550, 553 586, 791 2,042, 044 .. ................. 
1850 ............. 19, 100, 640 17,070, 802 <197,201 1, 532, G37 .. .............. 

1 l'or year preceding tlmt clcsig1rnte11, 
'Vttlue~ for 1870 were repol'ted in dcpreclatctl currency. 'l'o reduce to specie 

baRis of other figures they musL be diminished by one-filth. 
"Inelndes bettermcntll 1111d additions to live stock, 

Since 1850 the total farm wealth of Rhode Island ba.s 
increased $'7, 888,54:9, and in the last dect1de, $1,809, '710. 
Of the latter amount, $1,251,'781, or 69.2 per cent, rep
resent"J the increase in the value of liind, improvements, 
and buildings; $32D,240, or 18.2 per cent, that of imple
ments and machinery; and $228,689, or 12.6 per cent, 
that of live stock. 

COUNTY STATISTICS 01!' AGRIOULTUUE. 

Table 3 gives an exhibit of general agricultural ,gta
tistics by counties. 

TABLE 3.-NUlVIBER AND AREA OF FARMS AND V .ALUES OF F.ARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, V .ALUE OF PRODUCTS OF 
18\19 NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK, AND EXPENDITUHJ£8 IN 1899 FOR LABOR .AND FERTILIZEHS, BY COUN'l'~ES . 

--·---- - .. -
NUMBER Oi'FARMS. ACRES IN FARMS. VALUES OF FARM 1,ltOPERTY. EXPENDITUltES. 

' Vnlue of 
M•-•O 

COUNTIES. Lnnd and products 
With 

'l'otni. 
improve- Implements not fed to 

Ferti~ Total. lmlld- Irnproved. mcnts \ex- Buildings. and Livestock. live stock. Labor, lizers. ings. ce¥t bmld- maehinci·y, 
ngs) . 

..• 

TheSt!tte ................. 5,·198 5,401 •155, G02 187, 354 $13, 421, ?70 $9, 703,490 $1,270,270 $2, 503,059 $5,384, 724 $1, 032, 360 $2G4,J.JO 
------- I -· -·---, ··-·-·~--

IlriRtol 205 201 7,585 5, 313 517, 520 483, 180 50, 910 9G, 319 229,048 32,120 8,•130 
Kent .. ::: : : : : :: : :: :: : : : : ::::::: 771 75B 71, 936 211, 255 1, 323, 230 1,291, 170 153, 130 300,nu 607,002 99, 920 23,l\.10 
Newport ........................ 940 918 <18,652 36, 431 3, 070, 520 2, 108, GliO 225, 760 560, 751 1,156,279 186, 541J 701080 
Providcmee. __ . __ .... --- ........ 2,28i 2,248 167,437 61,Mo 6, 12\l, 050 3, 919, 790 618,540 1, 097, 777 2,475, 979 559, 72.1} lH,fi.10 
Washington .................... 1,292 l, 281 159, 992 59,810 2,381, 450 1, 900,690 221, 930 538,556 896,'116 153, 760 41,,150 



Since 1890 the number of farms has decreased in 
every county except Providence, in which county there 
was an increase of 288. Providence and W ashh1gton 
counties report increases in the number of acres in 
famm of 2. 9 per cent and 1. 7 per cent, respectively. 
The i·emain1ng three counties show decreases in farm 
ucrcage as follows: Bristol, 30.1 per cent; Kent, 17.1 
per cent; Newport, 5. 7 per cent. 

East of Narmgansett Bay, where the land is level and 
largely devoted to market gardening and the cultiva
tion of .small fruits, the farms are compamtively 8Ilmll 
(the average n.ren. being 49.1 n.cres) and the per cent of 
improved la.nd i1:s comparatively high, being 79.1 per 
cent in 1890, and 74.2 in 1900. The slight decrease 
noted for the decade was limited almost wholly to large 
farms having considerable areas of pasture land. \Vest 
of the bay, where the surface is broken !tncl the dairy 
mid live-stock industries are more :fully developed, the 
iwem-g·e size of the farms is 91.·7 ftcres. Much wild 
grazing hind is included in the farms of this part of the 
shite, hence the per eent of improved land is relatively 
small, being 55.3 in 1890 and but 36.5 in moo. '.rbe 
much larg·er relative decrease in ten years in the area of 
improved lH.nd west of the bay indicates that the size of: 
farms, and the charactei· of !;be industries to which 
they are devoted, determine, in some mcasLn·e, the 
extent of the general decrease in the 11rea of improvccl 
land, to which attention has already been rn1l1ed. 

The value of implements and machinery in Washing
ton county is the same as in 18ti0. ln eaab of the otJrnr 
counties there has been un increase, slight in Dristol ftnd 
Kent, but very marked in Newport 11nd Providence. In 
the Jn.st-named county the valuation nearly doubled, tho 
increase mnounting to 74.8 per eent of that for the 
Bt.afo. The two counties reporting tho largest increases 
in value of implements were the only ones to show 
increased vitluations for live stock. The relatively rapicl 
growt,h in <1'1irying and market gardening in both of 
these counties is cloul1tless an important factor in ex
plaining the large increase in tho vitlue of implements 
and live stock. 

The total values o:f all farm products increased 11s fol
lows: Bristol, H.8 per cent; \Vasbington, 2G.6; Kent, 
27.0; Prnvidencc, 5G.7; and Newport~ 93.3. The in
crease in the two latter counties constituted 711.5 per 
cent of that for the state, n.nd hi in keeping with the 
increases in valnes of implements and live Btock shown 
fo1· 1;hose counties. 

Tho farmers of Bristol :incl Kent eounties expended 
less for fertilizers in 1809 than in 1889. The other 
three counties each i·eport a marked increase, that for 
Newport amounting to 49.0 per eeut, and for Provi
dence, 111.1 pm· cent. lt appearn that the cou11ties 
reporting the largest relative increases in expenditures 
for this and similar items ~i.Li:;o show the largest relative 
gains in income from farm products. 
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NUMBER OF FARMS, CLASSIFIED BY RAOE OF FARMER 

AND HY 'l'ENURE. 

Table 4 gives a comparative exhibit of :farm tenure· 
for 1880, 18Q01 and 1900. 1n Table 5 the tenure of 
farms for 1900 is given by rn.ce of farmer. The farms 
classified in Table 4 as "Farrncl operated by owners/' 
are subdivided in Table 5 into groups, designated as 
"Owners," "Part owners," "Owners and tenants,", 
and "Manag·ers." These terms denote, respectively; 
(1) Farms operated by individuals who own all the land 
they cultivate; (2) farmH openited by .individuals who 
own a part of. the land and rent the remainder from 
others; (3) farm8 operuted undeT the joint direction 
and by the united labor of two or mo1-_e individuals, o.ne 
owning the :farm or a part of it, the other, or others, 
owning no pa1·t, but receiving for supervision or labor 
a share of the products; and (4) farms opern,ted by 
indidduals who recehre for their supervision and other 
services a fixed imlary from the' owners. 

'!'ABLE 4.-NUMBER AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF SPEC
IFIED TENURES: 1880 TO 1900. 

- ·-· -·· 

NU~!BEl\ OF FAR:IIS OPER-1 l'l~l\ GENT OF FARMS OPER· 
Totnl .A.TED BY- ATED BY-
num· ·I CENSUS YEAH, berof 

farms. 
i OwnerN. 1 lc~i~~ts. Shlll'C Owners. Cash Share 

tcmnnts. tenant.~. tenants. . I I 

lVllO ..•••••••. . n,'198 ~1~--C-3 ~i~--1.-1 
1800 •.••••.••• 5,iiOG 1 4, 470 912 118 81. 3 16. [i 2.1 
lHliO .......... o,2rnJ_:uso 989 1 -~~~- 80.1 1 15.9!~ 

'rAnr,i;; 5.-ND:.\iBER OF FARMS, CLASSIFIED BY RAGE 
. OF FAl~irlER AND BY 'rENURE, JUNE 1, 1900. 

RACE. 

Totnl 
num- Part o'yners ;\Inna- Cttsh Shnrc 
ber of Owners. owners. te~i~~ts. gers. ternmts. tenants. 
farms. 

Between 1880 and 1900 the number of :farms oper
ated by owners decreased 5HO, or 11.8 per cent, and the 
numl>cr opemted by tenants, 128, or 10.4 per cent. 
There waH, how<wcr, no great change in the rel11tive 
num)Jer of owner~ !L!Hl ter\ants, as the percentage of 
owners in 1880 waH 80.11 and in 1900, 79. 9, a variation of 
only 0.2 per eent. The ckerease in t.he number of 
tenant-operated farms was entirely in tho share-tenant. 
elass, as the mun bcr of cash tenants was 5H greater in 1900 
thm1 in 1880. • In 1880, 20 per cent of all tcrn1nts were 
share tenants; in 1890, ll.5 per cent, and in moo, but 5. 7 
per cent.· This somewhat remarkable change in thernJ
ative number of cash tenants and share tenants is the 
result of a growing sentiment on the ptut of both b.nd-· 
lord and temmtin fovor of the cash-pttyment system, and 



at the same time indicates greater independence and 
iinnncia1 responsibility on tlrn part of the tenant class .. 

In Table 4, 4,390 farms are classified as operated by 
"Owners" in 1900. Table 5 shows that 3,958 of· these 
farms were owned by the operators; 212 were farms 
of which in each case a part was owned and a part 
leased; 12 were operated jointly by owners and tenants; 
and 208 were conducted by salaried managers. Of the 
28 colored farmers of the state, 16 were owners, 11 were 
cash tenants, and 1 was a salaried manager. 

OWNERSHIP OF RENTED l!'ARMS. 
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The ownership of 1,019 of the 1,108 rented farms 
was ascertaiued by the enumerators. The titles to the 
1,019 farms t1l'e vested in 963 owners, an average of 
106 farms to every 100 owners. Of the 963 owners, 
923 possess 1 farm each. The others hold titles to 
from 2 to 10 fairms each, as follows: 34, 2; 3, 3; 1, 4; 
1, 5; and 1, 10. Eight hundred and ninety-one of the · 
owners, possessing 947 farms, reside in Rhode Island. 
'rhe owners of 838 of these farms reside in the counties 
in which their farms are located. Of the nonre1:;ident 
owners, 63 reside in the North Atlantic states; 3 in the 
North Central states; 2 in the South Central sh1tes; 2 
in the Western states; 1 resides in a South Atlantic 
state; and 1 in a foreign country. None of these non
residentH possesses more than one rented farm, and the 
average value of their holdings is $4,515. The small 
incomes that can be derived from such farms make it· 
certl1in that there are very few nonresident landlords 
deriving their main support from rented farms in 
Rhode Island. 

Of the owners residing i.n the atate, 4,390 own forms 
which they operate in person, or through manager8, 
and 891 own fn,rms cultivated by tenants. Probably 
some of this latter number are included in the former, 
being operators owning farms in t1ddition to the ones 
they personally conduct. Not counting the 89 rented 
farms who1>e owner8 were not ascertained, there were 
in Rhmle Island somewhat less than 5,281 owners. Of 
this number, 40, or about eight-tenths of 1 per cent, 
possess more than one farm, and 6 of these, or about one 
in a thousand of the total number of owners, own more 
than two farms each. 

There were 17 rented farms, each of which was worth 
$25,000 or over, with an aggregate v11lue of $1,040,500, 
and an 11verage of $61,206; 53, valued at between $10,000 
f1nd $25,000 e110h, with an aggregate value of $64H,500, 
and an 11vcrage of $12,254; tLUd 1,038, the average value 
of which was only $3,311. It can be seen from the 
foregoing that only a small number of farm owners 
derive their support wholly or mainly from rentals, nnd 
that the number who are able to live in luxury there
from is insignificant. The fact that 82. 2 per cent of the 
1,019 rented farms, with owners reported, ttre located 
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in the same county with their owners, indicates that 
there is no great number of farms owned by inclivicluals 
or coi'porations who do not deal directly with their 
tenants but collect their rentals through rigents. 

FARMS AND FARM PROPERTY BY RAOE OF FARMER AND 
BY TENURE. 

Tabl~ 6 gives, by race of farmer nnd by tenure, the 
immber and area of farms and the value or form prop
erty. Table 7 presents a classification, by race and 
tenure, of the average values o:f the several forms of 
farm property, June 1, 1900, of the products of 1899 
not feel to live stock, and of the per cent o:f the value of 
those products to the total value of farm property. 

TABLE 6.-NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS, AND VALUE 
OF FARM: PROPEH,TY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSIFIED BY 
RACE OF FARMER AND BY TENURE, Wl'fil PERCENT
AGES. 

NUMBF.I\ 01' ACllE8 IN VALUE OF FAl\M 
JIAl\MS. Fl\Ol'El\'l'Y. 

IIACE 01' FAmIEu, AND Number 
'fENTJRE. oi forms. 

Aver11ge. '.l.'otal. Per Totnl. · Per 
cent. cent. 

--- -·-·----
'.l'lle State ••...... 5,•198 82.9 •155, G02 100. 0 $2G, 989, 189 100.0 

--- ------
White farmers ......... 5,,170 82.9 ·!53, 518 99. 5 26, 923, 739 99.8 
Uolored farmers ....... 28 74.4 2,084 o. 5 65.450 0.2 

---- -------- ------
Owners ................ 3,~1~ 78. 7 Bll,519 68.1 15,520, 510 57.5 
l)art owners - - ......... 105.6 22,878 4. 9 2,356, 700 B. 7 
Owners and tenm1ts.:. 12 121.'1 1,457 o. a Ull,'110 0.8 
Maungeni .... - ......... 208 138.0 28, 700 (l.3 3, 168, 870 11. 7 
Unsh tenant• .......... 1,045 82.1 85,826 18.8 5, GU2, 559 20.8 
Share tenants . , ....... 63 90.8 5, 722 1. 8 2GU,1110 1.0 

TABI,E '1.-AVEitAGE VALUES OF FARM PROPER'rY AND 
PlWDUOTS, CLASSIFIED BY RACE OF l"ARMER AND 
BY TENUHE. 

.A.VEl\AGE VALUES l'El\ FARM OF-

F1trm property, June 1, 1000. Per cent 
of prod-
nets not 

!!ACE OJ' FAmnm, .AND Products fed, to TENUltE. Lancland Jmple· oi 1899 v11!11eof 
inrprove- ntents not fed farm 

men ts Build· 
llll\l 

Livo to live property. 
(except in gs. machin- stock. stock. 
build· 
ings). e1·y. 

--------- ---
'fhe State ........ $2,441 $11 705 $281 $'172 $976 19. 9 

-------- --.~-- -·-- ~--·-, --- ---
White farmers ......... 2,•J•l7 1,770 232 473 979 19.9 
Colored farmers ...•.•. 1,327 712 120 179 352 15.1 

----------------
Owners ................ 1,6% 1,603 20;; 420 878 22.4 
I'ttrt owners ......•.... G, ll89 ~·~~i 411 \183 2,071 18.6 
Owners ancl tcnm1ts ... 1, 983 371 838 2,3·!9 42.1 
l\Innngcrs •••••••••••••. 9, 005 4:fitJ4 010 1,026 1,5~¥ 12.8 
C11sh Lenitnts .•.•••.•••• 3, 121i 1,5U7 215 4r,3 17.3 
Slmre te111111ls., .•.••.•• 2, 022 1,522 225 4'!0 772 18.3 

The value of the :farms owned by negToes, including 
implements, machinery, and live stocJc, together with 
the value of the implements, machinery, iind live stock 
upon the farms which other negroes opemte a8 tenants, 
is $~6,4GO. This amount is probably somewhat in ex-



ccss oi the actual wealth of the negro !armers of Rhode 
Island. 

The farms of managers are larger, and more valual>le 
per farm and per ricrc, than the forms of any other 
group classified by tenure. They also stand first in the 
avernge vnJne of a11 forms of farm property, lmt report 
the snmilest percentage of gross income upon total in
vestments. The relatively large per cent of products 
not fed, to value of farm property, reported for farms oi 
"Owners and tenants," i1; due to the fact that several 
farms of this cl:u~s worn very favorn,bly situated dairy, 
poultry, or vcgeb1ble farms, the produce of which was 
sold in city markets tit prices higher than those realized 
by the n.vemgc farmer. 

!!'ARMS CLASSIFIED DY AREA. 

Tables 8 n.nd D give, foT farms classified by area, the 
facts 1;hown in T11bles 6 and 1 for forms by mce 11nd by 
tenure. 

TABLB 8.-NUlVIBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
v ALUE OF FAHM PROPERTY, JUNE l, moo, CLASSI
FrnD BY AREA, WITH PERCENTAGES. 

AltEA. rc~~i 
VALUE OF l!ARM 

PROPEI\'l'Y, 

I 
NUMllllR OF .ACHES IN 

FAH~rs. 

forms. . l'cr . Per 
. Avcrngc. 'l'ow.l. cent. Totul. cent. 

'rhc Strttc ....... \··· 5,.rns I~ 455, 002 100. o· $2G, !lB9, 189 JOO. o 
.:..:..:::---====:..' =.:= =====-= :::-:::::::::=:::::==~ 

Unuur 3 ncrcR......... :l27 1.:i 413 0.1 949, 550 3,,5 
3 to 9 ncry• .. • .• . . . . .. :i07 5. 8 2, 92~ 0. O 1, 683, (i(iO 6. 2 
·10 lo l !) fiCl"QS • • • • • • • • • 578 13. 9 8, 03i 1. 8 1, 788, 5'19 0, li 
20to40ncr~H ......... 1,lG!l 33.0 SR,550 8.5 5,261,380 19,ii 
50to99acrcH ........ l,25G 69.3 87,C93 19.l li,751,l:Jo 21.3 
100!ol7·1tt<:rcs ....... 1,0·19 12-1.6 130,{)80 28,7 5,872,640 21.8 
17/i to 269 ncres....... 3ii8 204. Q 7:t, C44 10. O 2, 478, 550 9, 2 
200 to 499 ncrcs .. . . . . . rn2 fi29. 9 68, 3·13 13. o 2, OS5, 250 7. 7 
rio. o lo 909 ncres . . . . . . . 4li 63.5. s 28, mo 6. 3 J' om, 180 2. 2 
1.000 acres u.nd over.. 17 l,3·1U.8 22,SU5 5.0 54-1,·100 2,0 

I 

'l'ADL1' !J.-A VERAGR VALUES 01!' FARM PROPER'l:Y AND 
PHOU UCTS, CLASSIFIED BY .AltEA. 

AVEILAGJi VAJ,UllB PER FAl~!li OF-

·---1 ---1 Per cen 
Fttrm pmpcity,June, 1, 1000. 

1 
of pro<'\· 

I 
I Product~ 1 nf~1J ';%t 

i;,11nrl nrnl Im pie" '! o! !8~9 [' vali~e 0 
improve· . men ts not fed ) farm 

1'.ie;1ts J!m!'.1- imrl Lh;~ lo l~ve propcr:y 
('.'x~ept mgs. mllchin· stock. ! .~tock. 

AltEA. 

ou1Jd- ery 
lugs). · 

I --------·-----------1----1·---
. 'l'hc 8l111"........ $2,'l·ll $1, 7G5 $231 .. $472 J $976 J 

Unner3ncres ......... 1·---~.2uo l,417 - 86 ==-~1-f mm\ 
3 toll 11creH ..... .. • ... • 1., 3U·1 1 l, G17 12:1 · 187 551 
1C torn 1Wl'C8 • • • .. .. • • • . 1, 30711, Bll(J 145 252 (J.!8 ' 
20 to •IU ncres .......... 1 2, 257 1, GRl 216 377 7R·l J 

50 lo \l\l 1wres .......... 

1 

2, 'l2U 1, li25 2'1:1 40·1 1, 00'1. . 
100 to 17'! lll!l'CL.. .. .. • 2, ~82 1 l, 881) 278 60R I 1, ?7" / 
l7fl tD 25\J l\Cl'l'' • • • • • • • • :i, 57812, 2'11 350 780 l ,<12Y I 
200 lo 499 ILCfll" .. .. .. .. G, 142 3, 018 480 l, 221 1, 000 
5UO to UU!l l\Cl'l'8 • . • .. .. • (i, 740 1, 051 G:JG 1, 4H 2.406 
1,000 l\Cl'C'S ltllll OVlll' .... 18,.J8[> 8,U71 1,079 il,312 i 12,Cl7·l I 

19. 9 

2-1.1 
lG.6 
20.8 
17.'1 
21. D 
19.2 
lU.2 
l~.8 
18. 7 
3U.8 

The uverage nLlues given in '11al>lo lJ, except those of 
huilding·s and products, tire lowest for farms containing 
lesl:i than 3 acres, and rise in nlrnost unbroken sei·ies to 
those containing 1,000 aci'es and over. The average 
va1nes shown for the group of farms containing 1,000 
acres and over 11rc disproportionately high, owing to 
the :fact that the gronp includes ftr). exceptionally forge 
n.nd intensively cultivated vegetable and seed farm. 

Tho average gross incomes per acre for the various 
groups classified by 11re1i are as follows: Farms under 
3 acres, $553.2'/; 3 to 9 acres, $95.32; 10 to 19 acres, 
$46.23; 20 to 49 acres, $23.79;.50 to 99 rwres, $14.45; 
100to174 acre,g, $8.63; 175 to 259 acres, $6.52; 260 to 
499 acres, $6.03; 500 to 999 acres, $3.18; !tn<l l,000 
acres and over, $9.41. 

'l'he very large gross income per acre shown for 
Jarms under 3 acres is explained by the fact that this 
group includes 15 florists' establishments and 29 city 
dairies, involying in their operation great relative 
expenditures for labor, fortilizers, and feed for stock, 
which expenses are not deducted in computing the 
gross income. 

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY J>RINOIPAL SOURCE OF INCOil'IE. 

' Tables 10 and 11 present the leading facts concern
ing the number, area, value, an cl 1werage va.lue of farms 
classi:fiecl by principal source of income. If for any 
farm 40 per cent of the products not feel to live stock 
consists of hay and grain, the form is designated a bay 
and gra:n farm. Should 40 per cent of the products 
consi:;t of vegetables, the farm is desigmited a vegetable 
farm. The forms of the other groups are cla8sified in 
accordance with the same general 1irinciple. Farms 
with no income in 1899 arc classified rLccording to tbo 
11gricultuml operations upo11 other :farms in the same 
locality. 

T,\DLE 10.-NGM:BER AND AREA OP FARMS, A ND VALUE 
OF FA.RI.\'.[ PROPERTY, JUNJ~ l, 1900, CLASSIFIRD BY 
PIUNCIPAL SOUIWE OF INCmrn, WI'.l'H PERCENTAGES. 

INCOME. fag:lS, 
PRINCIPAJ, sou11c1~ OF I Num_bcr 

l'H!,IBE!l OF ACltllB IN 
1>Am1s. 

VALUE OF FA.all 
PUOPERTY. 

l'otnl, Per 
cent . AYcrnge. 'Cotid. I ,~ii,t 

. 1--- ·----------·---ll'----1---
l'hn Sta.to ....••. ·1- 5, 498 .~~. ~- .;55, 602 ! JOO. o :;-2'.'':~9, 189 100. ~ 

rfay anrl grn.iu· .......... --29H . ]01."{j. 00, JOG -G:;i --l,:J86,ll30- --r,::L 
-:~·g~t1thk~.... .... .... 5(\ J ·!7.1 21;, y~u o. ~ s,;J..10, eso 12A 
Ji1mt .......... ......... GU , u8. G •l, n .. O 1. (, W9, 880 1.0 
r,f\:e ~(OCl!......... ..... 2, IH~ i' 1m. 2 1 ~n. J.lli 32. 7 7, :19.'i,'lUO 26. '7 
1~1my prod nee......... I, HO 102. 7 151, flfJO 8B. g 10, li\l7, USD 39. 8 
l• lowers ttnd pl!rnt.'I.... 108 · G. 8 7:11 o. 2 782 115 2 ·~ 
)forscrypodnct.~...... DI 28.7 2581 0.1 rno:160 o:., 
l\1rn~elluneuu8 ..... .... W8 117. l 92, 2ai 20. 2 a, 2W, HG 11. ~ 



TABLE 1i.-A \TERAd-E VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY 
AND PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE 
OF INCOMR 

-··--· --··- ·-

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF-

F11rm prop~rty,Jnne 1,1900. Per cent 
of prod-
ucts not PRINCil'AJ, SOURCE OF Pmducts fed, to JN COME. Landnnd Implc-. of 1899 value of 

improve- not fed 
men ts Build- men ts Live to·Hve 

furm 
and pro1icrty. 

(cxc<;f-t in gs. machin- stock. stock. 
bnil -
ings). ery. 

------------
Tho Stntc ........ $2,441 $1, 765 $231 $472 $976 19. 9 

--- ···--------------
H11y 11ml gmin ........ 2,5M 1, 719 215 210 442 9. 5 
Vcgctnblcs ............ 3 246 1,954 263 387 1,255 21. 5 
Frnit .................. 1: 792 2,010 HO 147 581 14. 2 
Live Rtock ............. 1, 351 1,406 169 3il2 616 18. 7 
JJ11!ry prodtwc ......... 3,854 2 207 325 823 l,•192 20.7 
Flowe1·s mid plm1ts .... 3,835 a:147 215 45 2,738 37. 8 
N\lrRery pru(lucls ...... 17, 256 B,333 356 184 4,674 22.1 
Mrnoel11tneous ...•..... 1, 919 1, 589 219 367 760 18. G 

-···-· ··-

A large number of the 2,188 farms which derive their 
principttl source of income from live stock are poultry 
farms of less than 20 acres each. Many of the larger 
farms of the srLme group contain much cheap grazing 
land and have hut limited areas under cultivation. These 
facts explain the low average values shown in Table 11 
for farms of this class. 

For the several classes of farms, the average values 
per acre of products not fed to live stock are: Flower 
and plant, $4:04.62; nursery stock, $163.06; vegetable, 
$26.50; dairy produce, $14.50; live stock, $9.02; fruit, 
$8.46; miscellaneous, $6.49; hay and grain, $4.38. A 
comparison with the average areas given in 'rahle 10 
shows that the gross income per acre is largest for the 
class of farms with the smallest average area, and, in 
general, decreases as the average size of farms increases. 
It should be noted, however, that the highly remunera
tive smitll farms are devoted to those branches of agri
culture which involve the greatest relative expense. 

FARMS OLASSIFIED BY REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS 

NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK. 

Tables 12 and 13 present data refating to farms clas
sified by the repoi·ted values of products not fed to live 
stock. 

'I'AnLE 12.-NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS, AND VALUE 
OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSIFIED BY 
I-tEPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NOT FED TO LIVE 
STOCK, WITH PERCENTAGES. 

NUMBElt OF ACRES IN FAR~IS. 
VALUE OF FARM 

Pl\OPERTY. 
VALum OF PRODUC'rS Num-

N01' FED TO J,IYE bcrof 
STUCK. farms. Per Per Averugc. Total. cent. Total. cent. 

---
The St1tte ....... 5,•198 82. 9 455, 602 100.0 $26, 989, 189 100.0 

-- -----·--- ------
$0 ..................... 22 4'1.8 986 0.2 122,490 0.4 
$1 to $49 .............. 114 36.5 4,163 0.9 233,120 0.9 
$50 to $99 ............. 230 41.4 9,524 2.1 481,259 1.8 
$100 to $2·19 ........... 997 49.6 49,410 10.9 2,213, 720 8.2 
$250 to ~H99 •...••••••• 1,330 64. 7 86, 097 18. 9 3, 706, 170 13. 7 
$500 to $999 ........... 1, 2li3 88.8 112, 125 24.6 5, 396, 050 20.0 
$1,000 to $2,·199 •••••••• 1, 093 115.9 126,028 27.8 7,679, 920 28.5 
$2,500 nnd over ...... _ 4•19 148.5 66, 669 H6 7, 156, 460 26.5 

,., 

TABLE 13.-AVERAGE VALUES OF FARM Pi:i,OPERTY 
AND PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY REPORTED V ALDE 
OF PRODUCTS NOT FED TO LIV:E; STOCK. 

-
AYER.A.GB YALUF .. S l,Eit FARM Oli"-

Fmm property, June 1, 1900. Per cent 
of pl'Ocl-

v,uum OF PRODUCTS Products 
ucL~not 

NO'r FED TO I.IVE Lm1dnnd ol 1899 
fed, to 

STOCK. Imp le- value of 
improve- mcnftt, llOtfod farm n1ents Build· and J,ivc to live property. 
(exc~t ings. 1111tehin- stock. stock. 
buil - cry. 

I iugs). 

-----
$9761 

---
'l'he State_ ••..... $2,441 $1, 765 $231 $472 rn.o 

$0 ...................... 2, 150 3,171 1G6 81 
$1 to $-19 ............... 831 1,053 75 86 •13 2.1 
$50 to $99 ............... 944 970 78 100 76 3.6 
$100 to $249 ............ 986 992 9,1 148 167 7.5 
$250 to $499 .......... _. 1,160 1,241 133 253 858 12.8 
$500 to $999 ..•••••••••• 2,008 1,649 209 406 690 16.1 
$1,000 to $2,499 •••••.••• 3,506 2,406 356 758 1,524 21.7 
$2,600 and over .•.•.•.. 9,283 4,318 705 1,633 •1, 819 30.2 

Of the farms of the state, 22, ranging in area from 
3 to 259 acres, report no incomes. The average values 
0£ the land and improvements, buildings, and imple
ments and machinery of these farms are relatively very 
high, exceeding in the first two items those 0£ farms 
with reported incomes from $500 to $999. In all prob
ability many of them are summer homes or country 
estates held for pleasure and not for the profit to he 
derived from operation. 

The 114 farms with reported incomes of less than $50 
vary in area from less than 3 acres to 259 acres. Some 
farms of this class also are the country estates of busi
ness and professional men in the cities. Others are 
farms partially abandoned in 1899, from which a '3nmll 
amount of hay was gathered, and on which hut a few 
acres, at the most, were cultivated. Some had changed 
owners or tenants, and the farmers in charge, June 1, 
1900, were unable to give any definite informat.ion con
cerning the products of the preceding year. To this 
extent, the re1Jorts fall short of giving a complete 
exhibit of the fttrm incomes in 1899. 

Of the 44:9 farms reporting an income of over $2,500 
each, 25 bad areas of less than 3 acres; 82, from 3 to 
49 acres; 120, from 50 to 99 acres; 200, from 100 to 
499 acres; 12, from 500 to 999 acres; and 10 had areas 
0£ 1,000 acres or over. The fact that of the 17 forms 
containing over 1,000 acres each, 5 reported incomes of 
from $1,000 to $2,499, and 10, incomes of over $2,500 
each, shows that the largest farms of the state are not 
simply large tracts of land too poor to permit of prof
itable farming in small areas, but are productive in 
fair proportion to their size. The percentages of gross 
income upon investments form a conti.nuous. upward 
series from the group with the smallest to that having 
the largest average income. 

OLASSIFIOATION, NUMBER, AND VALUE OF LIVE STOCK. 

At the request of the vnri.ous live-stock associations 
of the country, a new classification of domestic animals 
wn.s a<lopted for the census of 1900. Neat mittle arc 



grouped by ago 1n accordance with their present and 
prospective reln,tions to the dairy industry and the sup
ply of men.t products. Horses and mules are chissifiecl 
by age, and neat cattle aud sheep by age and sex. The 
new classification permits close comparison with the 
fignres' published in prececling census reports. 

Table 14 gives the number, valne, and average value 
of specified domestic m1imals on farms, the nurnhe1· of 
such animn,ls in barns and inclosures not on forms, and 
statistics concerning poultry and bees. 

TAm,:m 14.-NUMBER AND VALUE OF DOMESTIC ANI
MALS, FOWLS, A.KD BEES: JUNE 1, 1900. 

LIVE srocx. Ago ju years. I 
ON FAR}i[8. 

-~1 
I 

NOT ON 
l•'l>.lU!S. 

I " b '' I ' Average N mb 
1 

_,um er. a ue. vitlne. u er. _______ , _____ . --------- ----
Cnlvcs ................ Under: ....... 1 

Steers ................. l 1mrl under2 .. ' 
Steers ................... 2 and un<lt~r-:J .• 
Steers ................. 'i 3 >tml over ..... . 
Bt:lls .................. l nnd over ..... '

1 

Ilcifors................ 1 and 111Hlei· 2. •• 
Cow:-; kup1

J for n1il1r. ... 2 nnd over .... . 
Cows nwl 1wHerH not 2 nnd over .... . 

f>,338 
14\J 
135 
72i 
831 

3,815 
2:i,t:ao 
l, 379 

$4.5,537 
2,604 
4,871l 

40, 805 
23,{j5U 
73,2ill 

937, 187 
38,00:l 

VJ,53 
17..JS 
311.12 
56.13 
28.85 

-rn. 21 
39.61 
27. GO 

106 
5 
5 

rn 
3 

127 
1, 8ti7 

17 
kept for milk. 

Cnll.~.................. Umlel'l . . . .. .. 91 4, 740 52. O!l 18 
Horses ................ 1 urnl m:rkr 2.. 179 13, 779 76. 98 •10 
Hornes ................ 2 nrnl o\'Cl'..... 11, 120 9G2,·12U 86. 55 19, 923 
Mule colt." ............. Under 1 ............................................. . 
Mnles ................ · 11 nnd urnler 2.. 2 fi5 32. 50 ......... . 
Mules ................. 2 111111 ove1'.. ... sn 2, 770 76. 94 \l 
AS."iL'.~RJJdh11rro~ ...... Allnge!-;; .... r... 5 210 42.00 1 
J,mnl>.< ............... .,Undcrl ....... 4,578 15,154 3.31 31 
8heep (ewes) .......... ' 1 >tJHl over..... 5,UOl 22,575 B.83 BO 
Sheep (rnmwncl weth- 1 nnd over..... 7'2ll 3,553 4. 88 5 

ers), 
Hwlne ................. Ali ugcs . .... .. 11,WS W, 014 
GtmlH .................. All ap;es . ...... 23 131 
J!'owls;' 

Chickens• ........................ . 
Turkt<)'8 ........................... . 
Geese .............................. . 
DnckH ............................. . 

TICl:S (SWIU'lllS Of) ..................... . 

500, 618 } 
4, 604 ' " 6,385 305,041 
RJ9!)7 
1, 681 6, 795 

7.87 
5. 70 

1,360 
71} 

Value of all llvustock ............................ :2,593,Cf>9 .................. . 

-----· - - ·- -- -~--- --·--·-· ··-··-·· ---'----"'---
''l'lle number l'epo1-t<lrl ls of fowls ovci· 8 montlls olt1. '.Phc vnlnc :s of >tll, olcl 

nucl young. 
2 Incluc1lug G:dne11 fowls. 

The comparatively high vn,luc of steers 3 years old 
and over iH tlrn result of including in this class the higb
pl'icccl working- oxen still used in certain districts of tho 
Htate. The number i:lo employed is contimuilly decreas
ing. In 1900 tho munber of all steers over 2 years was 
only 862, while the number of working oxen Toported in 
18!..JO was 2,609; in 1.880, 3,523; in 1870, 5,8m; in 18fl0, 
7,857; and in 1850, 8,189. The total value of all live 
stock on farms, ~June 1, HJOO, was $2,593,659. Of ·this 
amount the value of ho1·ses constituted 37.8 pe1· cent; 
dairy cows, 30.1 per cent; other neat cattle, 8.8 pc1· 
cent; poultry, 11.8 per cent; swine, 3.5 per cent; Hhcep, 
1.6 per cent; nnd all other live stock, 0.4 per cent. No 
report w_as :-rncured of the value of animala not on fa1·ms, 
liut it is probable that such animals have somewhat 
higher rwerage,va1nes thn,11 thoHe on :farms. Allowing 
the same iwemges, the total value of ttll live Ht:ock in 
tlrn state, exclusive of poultry and bees not on fal'l11s, 
iH substantially $4,31:13,000. 

ORANGES IN 'l"IIE LIVE-STOCK IND1JSTRY IN FIFTY YFJAll.S. 

Tnble 15 shows the progress of Hie live-stock industry 
since 1850. In the figures for "Other neat cattle" in 
1900, the number of calves is included, but it is uncer
fain whether any calves were included in preceding 
eensus reports under this designation. 

'.l'Anw 15 .-NUMBER OF DAIRY COWS, OTI-IIm NEAT 
CATTI,E, HORSES, :MULES AND ASSES, SHEEP, AND 
SWINE: 1850 TO 1900. 

Dairy Other Mules 

I 
CENSUS Y:EA.ll., nent Horses. and Shccp.1 Swine. cows. cattle. usse.q, 

-------__ .. 
1900 ................ 23, GGO 12, 374 11,!!90 ,rn 6,029 11, E08 
1890 ................ 23, U43 10,834 9,864 51 l"l,400 12,055 
1&\0 ................ 21,460 14, 124 9,GGl 4G 17, 211 1'1 121 
1870 ................ 18,SOG 15,5:J9 7, 770 43 23,~:J8 1'1:607 
1800 ................ 19, 700 19,·105 7,121 10 32,(124 17,478 
1850 ............. ' .. 18,098 17,554 6,WB 1 4-1, 2\JG 19,509 

1 L111nbs not included. 

It appears that there was a decrease during the last 
demde in the number of dairy cows and an increase in 
the number of "Other nGat cattle" reported. As both 
of these changes are opposed to the genern,l movement 
for the preceding forty years, and as the ctrnses operat
ing to prochwe this movement have been in nowise 
modified since 1890, they are believed to be mo1·e appa1·
cnt tha.11 re111. It is doubtless true that a large number 
of the 1,379 "Cows and heifers not kept fo.r milk," in
cluded in the above table with "0th er 110111; rn1ttle," 
were in reallty didry cows that were dry at the time of 
enumeration. The number of calves reported in 1!}00 
was 5,338. If mLlves were not included in the reports 
for previous census years, the dccreaRc from 1890 to 
1UOO in the uumhcr of "Other neat cattle" was rcfa.
tively greater than during· any preceding decade. 

Since 1850 the number of d11iry cows has increased 
2G.5 per cont and the numher of horsn:-; 8'1:.1 per cent. 
On the other hand, "Other neat cattle" have ¢Lecreased 
in number 29.5 })Cl' cent; swine, 41.0 per cent; and 
i:;heep, 85.0 per cent. These cht1Dgcs arc in keeping 
with two geneml pl111ses of the revolution in tho last 
hnJf century in the character of New England agricul
ture. The farmer has met the demands of n nipidly 
growing ui'ban popufation for dairy produce, vegeta
liles, rtml fruitfl, by keeping- more cows, and by devot
ing n, huger .portion of bis time and cn,pitn,l to market
g-arclening and horticultme, which industries require 
much new aml improved macliincry and cornscqucntly 
more horse power. The decrcatic in the muuhcr of 
beef cuttle, sheep, rmd swine is incident to the recog
nized :,;hifting of the meat-producing industry to the 
Western stutes, and is simply iwother ph11sc of the 
adjm;tment of ngriculturc in the Eatit to meet tho com-
1ictition of tho West. 



ANIMAL PRODUCTS. 

The quantities and values of wool, mohair, dairypTOd
uce, and other animal products, including the va,lue of 
fowls· raised and of animals sold mid slaughtered for 
food, aTe given in Table 16. The value of all such 
products in 1899 was $3,292,295, or !l1.4 per cent of the 
gross farm income. · 

TAn:..E 1G.-QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF ANIMAL PROD
UCTS, VALUE OF POULTRY RAISED, AND VALUES OF 
ANIMALS SOLD AND SLAUGHTERED ON FARMS, IN 18\Jll. 

PRODUCTS. ·1 Unit of 1!1easure ) Quantity I VtLluc or weight. · · 

".'ool, .............. , .............. 1-P,ou~ds .......... : 33,68Z I $7,49~ 
Moh1t11·rcndgonthmr ............. lounds........... . 10 2 
Milk .............................. 

1 

Gnllons ....••..••• 112,923,512 } 
Hn cter .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. l'ounds..... ... .. . 488, 081l 1, 923, 707 
Ch ecfic ..• __ .. . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . rounds........ . . . 61 751 'I 
l~ggs .............................. Dozen• ........... 3,217,310 fi!i6,845 
Poultry .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. • . .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 398, 700 
Honey ............................ 

1 

r;ounds ........ ... 28,450 !} b.156 
W1tx .............................. Iuunds........... 890, · 
Auim1dsH01<1.. .................... .................... .............. 157,478 
A11im11l~Rh1ught~red .............. j·····'"' .......................... __ 1·~2,824 

'fOttLJ.. ............ , ....... 'l ' ... -~~ -~~J........ .... . 8, 292, 2% 

'Includes 11ll milk pruuuccd. 

. DAIRY PRODUCE. 

In no othcn· hmnch of Rhode Island !Lgricnltme has 
there been such const1111t imd mpid development as in 
drl.irying. With the steady growth of city lJopulation 
there has been an increasing demand for dairy pl'oduce 
of nll kinds, more especially for milk and cream. These 
products, being le8s 1:mbject to Western competition.than 
buttm· and cheese, have fnmishcd tL steadily increasing 
perce.nfagc of the income from all dairy produce. These 
condition:,;, together with the tmnsfcr of the nm.king oJ' 
butter n.nd cheese from the farm to the creamery and 
cheese faetory, account for a decrnasc since 1890 o:f 49.± 
per cent in the qunntity of butter, 1mcl of '72. G per cent 
in the quantity of cheese, produced on farm:;. During 
the same period, although the nnm bel' of dairy cows 
decreased 283, there wn.s Eln increase of 2,312,965 ga.1-
lons, or 21. 8 per cent, in the quantity of milk produced. 

Of the $1,823,707 given in Table 16 as the viih1e of 
all chiry products in 1899, $207,296, or 10.8 ver cent, 
represents the value of such products consumed on 
farms, and $1, 716,411, ·or 811. 2 per cent, the amount 
real i~ccl from dn.iry produce sold. Of the htttcr sum, 
$l,5G3,~'79 was derived from the sa,Je of 9,685,988 gal
lons of milk; $81,34:3 from 314, 737 pounds of butter; 
$71,142 from 05,321 gallo1rn of cream; iwd $64:7 from 
4, 779 pounds of cheese. The vnJue of dairy products 
in l8\:lll constituted 5SA per cent of the value of nil 
aninrn.1 products, n.ncl 35.0 per cent of the gros8 form 
income. 

POULTRY AND EGGS. 

In comparing the ponltTy report of moo with that of 
the Eleventh Census, it should be borne in miml that 
in 1900 the enumerators were instruc~tcd to rep01't onlJ· 
fowls 3 months old n,nd over, while in 1890 no such 
limitation was made. It is probable, therefore, tba.t 
more young fowls were included fo the reports of 18DO 
than· in those of the present ceustls. The dispropor
tionate increase in the number of eggs produced, when 
compnsed with the increase in the numlJer of chickens, 
adds force to this conclusion. Between 1890 and moo 
there was an increase of but 3.8 per cent in the num-

1 

ber .of chiekens, while the number of dozcn.-i of eggs 
increased 59. 2 per cent. In the same period ducks de

' cl.·cased in numbc1· 34.6 per cent; turkeys, 60.5.per cent; 

I 
and geese, (12. 8 per cent. The sfatc census of 1895 
showecl similar decl'eases in .the number of these fowls, 
aml stated, upon the author1t~r of l)oultry experts, that 

I 
the difficulty of keeping the stock free from cerbtin 
diseases, together with the effects of Westem compe
tition, tended to make the mising· of :muh poultry un 
profitable. The recent development of rapid tmnspor
fation and cold-storage processes has made the West a . 
much stronger competitor than it was in :1890 . 

HONEY AND WAX. 

The annual production of honey and wax bas more 
than doubled since 1889. In that year the l)l'ocluct<> 
consisted of 13,HO pounds of honey and 358 pounds of 
wax, while iu 1898, 28,4150 pounds of honey and 890 
pouncli:; of wax were pl'oduced. This industry appears 
to share with dairying, poultry raising, iind nmrket 
gtirdening, the a.ttcntiou formerly given to the ra.ising 
of live stock and the cultivation of cereals. 

WOOI, AND 1\IOlIAIR. 

The annual clip of wool is steadily decreasing. The 
total production in 188U was 41,021 poun<ls, and in 
1899 only 3B,682 pounds. In fifty ycrm; the number of 
sheep has decreased from 44,296 to 6,62SJ, mid the clip 
of wool from 129,61)2 to 33,G82 pounds. · 

DISTRIBUTION OJ!' HORSES AND DATllY COWS ON FARllI::i, 

BY Sl'l~CIFrnD CI.ASSES. 

Table 17 presents, for it few of the leading groups of 
farms, the number of farms rc1Jorting hon;e>: and dairy 
0ows, the total number for each group, and the average 
number per farm. In computing the tWCl'fLgcs prn
sented, only those farms which report the kind of stock 
under consideration are iucluded. 
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'l'AnL1> 17.--DISTRIBUTION OF HORSES AND DAIRY COWS, 
DY SPECIFIED CLASSES OF FARi\1.8, JUNE I, 1900. 

HORSES, DAlltY COWS. 

GLASSES. 
Farmsrc- Num- Average Fnrms1'e- Num- Averngc 
porting. bcr. per farm. porting. ber. per farm. 

Total.. •......•.. ~ ll,300 --;;1~ 23,050 5.8 

Wl1itcfnrmcr~ .....•.. j- 4,G23- 11,3411
1

· - 2.51· 4,0M 23,638 5.0 
Colored ftll'UlOl'S .... ". "I 21 4U 2. 3 13 22 1. 7 

l-----:---'---------
Ownersl :··········---,' 3,1;30 8,<160 I 2.41 3,100 16,802 5.4 Mn1111gcr,............. 178 738, 4.2 155 1,773 11..! 
C1LBh tennnts.......... 683 2, Oti3 : 2. H 7H 4, 758 6. 4 
Sl11ne len11:-its......... 53 128 ' 2.<l 48 237 4. O 

Under 20 iicrcs ........ t--\J74 1, fi83 ·--1-.. 6-. ·1-cm-11.640--2.G 
20 to !JU fl.t'l'CH ••••••.•. ·1 2, 157 •I, 062 2. 3 1, 0~8 . 9, 541 4. 9 
JOO to 17'1 11cres.. .• .. .. D.Jl 2, 535 2. 7 I 908 ! 6, 255 6. Y 
17C>to~:!5U1tcres •.. _.... 028 1,0·1~1 3.2 318 2,7(){1 8.fi 
2GO llCl'CS uncl OYCI' ••• - 24~ 1, 261 I 5. 2 . 211 ; 3, 518 14, G 

ll!ty and gmin .•.... --1--J.I,-~ .-:l67 --2.-5 ··--li!J'aoo---a:o 
VcgeLttble............. 506 l, 286 2. 5 2u, 1, 05~ 3. 5 
1°ru1t.. ..••.. _ .. _ ...... I ·17 s1 1.7 22 eo 2.1 
J,1vestock ............ 1,R·!U :i,5;;7 1.9 1,61·1 •l,5'10 3.C 
Dairy •..• -............ 1,87•1 4,·187 3.3 1,470 15,009 10.6 
ll!iHcellttnconH' ....... 1 728 1,612 2.2 C·t:l 2,087 3.2 

1 Inciuding" Part owners" 1t1lll "Owners nnd te111mts." 
2 Inclnd!ng "Flower und 111l~nt" nnd u Nu::'l:mric::;." 

The group of farm.<> operated by managers, shown in 
'fnl>le 6 to have the largest n.vemgc rLrctt of any group 
~lnssificcl by tenure, ah;o reports the l:irgest 1werage 
nnmbm· of horses :111d dairy cows of any group in this 
classifictttion. Thi:-:i is most notieetLble in the ca8e. of 
d1Liry uows, the. ,rwerage being 11.4; while for owner:> 
the avcmge is 5.4; for c:1sh tenants, G.4; and for share 
tenants, ±. n. This it; due t.o the fact that many of the 
:l':tl'lll8 opcrnfod by Habriecl managers are adjuncts of 
8t:ttc, uonnty, and parish wsylums and charitable in:,;ti
tutious, where large nm:nbers of horses :mtl dttiry cows 
arc req nired. 

ACREAGE AND PRODUOTIO:f OF CROPS. 

The following tn.ble gives the acroage, quantities, 
aml values of the crops of 18D9: 

T.\mrn 1.8.-A.CRES, QUANTITIES, AND VALUI~S OF THE 
VEGETABLE PlWDUCTS OF 18UU. 

PROllllCTS, Acres. I ~nit of :f!I€U.~.·ure I "t'""t1't" V"lue. 01' weight. ; "< o<m , • .. 

----~------------.---------1----

Corn ........ -............. 8,H9 Bushels ....• -..... 288,220 
WhetLt ............. -...... 1f> Bushele .... -...... 310 
f~atH1 ........... - •• • .. ·-··· 1,~S2R IlUHhels •••. _...... 47,120 

11r l!)' ........... ·-······ LL Bushels_ ... _...... G,100 
lt)'e ...... _._............. 591 BushelH........... 7,7JO 
Htwkwhwtt ......... _ ... _.. ·J5 lluHhels .. - ........ 650 
gi~~~~·~1 ;~~~ci:::::: ·.: _--.·. ·. ·. -- ._;._ ·. -- ·. -. -. ·. -. ·.·. BnshclH ... _....... 435 JlUHhBhl. .. .. . .. . . . JOl 
Hny nnd forage.......... ll!J,770 1'onH............... 76,020 
llopH ...... - .............. ···-····-- Pounds........... •10 
:iryl,e1ms................ 216 BnHhek.......... H,sao 
llry l""lHG ·····---·------- •15 Bu"hels.-......... 9·10 
l'ulictoc.~ ... -....... -...... 5,816 Bushelo .. -........ &43,853 
8weet potatoes........... 1 Bushels ....... -... J02 
Onlons ... _ .. _ ........ _... 2~2 !lnshols........... llG,180 
)!'seellnueous vegelnbt..s. 4, 873 .. ···--····· ................... . 
8mttll frnitH ··---· .. -...... uC5 ....... - ............ ·-·····-···· 
Grnf11!~_···--.-····-········ 1 ~W Centu.ls........... 1,897 

~li,\;~~:'.~:i.~;:~:~~;~:::: :: : ~::: : ::~ ~: ~~~: : ~~~~·~~~::::::::::: : : : : : :: : : ~~: 
Flowur.~ 1m<l phLll1H-...... 177 ··--··-······--· .. ·· "·······-·· 

~i~~~f1ti~~~~~i~~:::::::::: .... ---~~- ::::::::::::::: :: : : : 1:::::::::::: 

$164, 138 
2.J5 

.10,e:n , 
8,405 
4,7fJ1 

127 
Gao 
G0[1 

1 1 081, tl82 I 

(, 
6,.177 
1, 195 

•HO, 372 
tiO 

04, 227 
487, SUH 
51 292 
21: 780 

155, 571 
10• 

106, 720 I 
3H,80U 

1,000 
42, 205 
1, 627 

Tot1tl .••••••••••• ___ 98,637 ·········- .......... : •.•••. -..... 3,041,56!1 

1 Estimiitud from number of trees or vines. 
Rinclnding vnlue ol misins, wine, eto. 

The total value of all crops £o1· 1899 was $3,041,569. 
· Of thi.9 amount, hay and forage contributed 35.6 per 

cent; vegetables, including potatoe8 and onions, 32.6 
per cent; fruits and nuts, 7.0 per cent; cereals, 6.2 per 
cent; forest products, 6.5 per cent; flowers and plantog, 
10.4 per cent; at1d other products, 1. 7 per cent. 

The average yield per acre of hay and forage was 1.1 
tons, and the avcmge values were $14.06 per ton, and 
$15.50 per acre. The acreage devoted to hay and :for
age was 70. 8 per cent of the area devoted to ttll crops, 
but it yielded only 35. 6 per cent of the total receipts. 
The avernge yahrns per acre of product':l from the laud 
devoted to the various crops were as follows: Flowers 
and plants, $1, 778. 56; nursery products, $491. 80; onions, 
$219.96; miscellaneous vegetables, $100.10; potatoes, 
~75.72; orchard products, $25.38; cereals, $17.97. Nat
urally, tJ:ie production of c1·ops yielding the highest 
average retums per acre was attended by very high 
average expenditlll'es for h1bor and fortiliz0rs, and by 
relatively large investments in farming implements. 

OHANGBS IN OROPS SINOE 1889. 

Table 19 presents the acreage, product, and yield per 
acre of each of uhc most important crops in 1889 ancl 
1899. 

'l'ABLE lD.-ACREAGK AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL 
FARM CROPS: 1880 AND 1890. 

NUMilEU OF ACilF,S, ND!llE!t 01' NUMlllll< OF DUSH-
llUSHJFLS. ELS PEit ACRE. 

C!toPS. 

18J9. 1889. l899. 1889. ~1 1889. 

Bnrlcy ............ 222 303 6, 100 8,009 27.5 ; 22.1 
J3uekwhen.t •• - ..•• 45 41 050 3·1U 14"1 8.5 
Co:n ....... _ •.•..• 8,1'19 7,819 288, 220 253, 810 B5..1 82.5 
01tL~. - ............ J,530 3, 048 47, 120 100, 520 B0.8 27.6 
Ryu .............. 51)1 779 7, 710 , II, 617 13.0 12.3 
When.t.---····----. 

151 
11 

I 
310 I 91 20. 7 8.3 

}!tty tn11! iorugc •• 69, 776 94, 111 176, 0~9 '1?1, 3li~ I 11.1 IJ.1 
Potntoe8• .•.••.• -. 5,817 5,595 843, 9DJ 330, 80,J 115.1 I 5\l.1 

l'I'on~. 2 Including sweet potntocs, 

Owing to unusually favomble climatic conditions in 
1899, the n.verage yield per acre of most farm crops was 
greater than in 1889. The latter year was especially 
unfavorable to the growing of potatoes, tho yield per 
acre huving been onl.ir 40. 7 per cent tL8 large as iu 1899. 
The avemge yield of hay per n,cre was ttpproximately 
the snme for both years, a reduction of 25. 9 per cent in 
rwrcag·e having been attended by n corresponding reduc
tion in the tonnage l'Ut. 

The figures of the present census l:lhow that the decline 
in cere1L1 production in Rhode Island, which beg1m about 
the middle of the present centnry, is still in progress, 
the total amount of grain produced iu 18U8 having been 
nearly (i per cent less than in 1880. During thi:,; period 
the area..;; devoted to the principal cerca18 decreased as 
follows: Barley, 88. 8 per cent; oats, 58.1 per cent; mid 
rye, 24.1 per cent. Since 1859 the production of bar
ley has decreased 85.1 per cent; bur~lnvhcat, 81.8 per 
cent; corn, 37.5 per cent; oats, 80. 7 per cent; rye, 72. 7 
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per cent; and wheat, 72.6 per cent. With a few excep
tions, the decrease continued :from decade to decade 

·without interruption. The areas devoted to wheat and 
buckwheat are now so small that variations therein are 
of no significance. In the case of corn it is believed 
that the increase of 330 acres and 34,410 bushels since 
1880 is closely related to the recent rapid growth of 
dairying. The fact that a similar movement has been 
noted in other New England states streng·thens this 
eonclusion. 

ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CORN. 

Table 20 gives the total acreage and production of 
corn, with a,verages per farm and per acre for eaeh of 
certain specified chisses of farms. 

Farms operttted by managers report the l!Lrgest aver
age area in corn, and also the largest average yield per 
acre. As might be expected, the average acreage per 
farm increases with the size o:f the farm, but the best 
yields per acre are obtnfoed from farms of medium size. 

'fABLE 20.-ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CORN ON 
FARMS 01< SPECIFIED CLASSES IN 1899. 

Number Nm!BER 01' ACRES. 
NUMBER m• 

llUSl!lfLS, 

CLASSES. of forms ii------11·----,--
report-

ing. 'I, t 1 Average 
0 a · per form. 

Avcmge 
Tot11l. per acre. 

--------1--- ------------
Total. ......•.......... 2,652 8,149 3.1 288,220 35. 4 

--- -------- = 
White farmers ............•. 2,MO 8,130 3.1 287,760 35.4 
Negro formers ...••......... 12 19 1.6 4GO 2•!.2 --------------
Owncrs 1 ••••••• ~ ............ 2,027 5, 738 2.B 202,850 35.4 
llfltnngers ......... , ......... lOfi 628 5.9 23,520 37.5 
CuHh tennnt.s ......... ....... •183 1,666 3.'1 57, 970 34.8 
Shtu·c teimnts ... : ........... 3li 117 3.3 3,880 38. 2 --------------
Under 20 acres ........••.... 299 4UO 1.6 16, 220 33.1 
2U tom> llCl'CH ................. 1,257 3, 153 2.5 112,030 35.5 
100 to 17<1 1icres ............•. fl.18 2,108 B.3 76, 970 36.fi 
17r, to 25\l ncres ............•. 257 1,lGl •1.5 41,450 30. 7 
260 1wrcs 11nd over .••.••.... lUl 1,287 6.5 41,550 3B. 6 

1 Including "P11rt owners" and "Owners and tennnts." 

ORCHARD FRUITS. 

'l'he changes in orchard fruits since 1890 are shown 
in the following table: 

TABLE 21.-0RCI-IARD TREES AND FRUITS: 1890 AND 1900. 

NUMBEH OF TREES. l!USl!ELB OF FRUIT. 

FltUlTS. 

1900. 1890. 1899. 1889. 

-----------!------ ------
Apples ................................ . 

~E~~~.J}~~ : : :~·::::::::::::: :: : : : : :: : : : : :: 
r>eucl1es ... -.................................... -... . 
Pe1ir9 ......................................... . 
l'lums 1111<1 prunes .................... . 

213, 598 
.;1 

2,193 
48,063 
23, 344 
4,327 

207,230 
28 

3,014 
11,Sl!i 
20, 794 
1,183 

330, 4jg . 
1, 32V 
a, 140 
12,i~i 

239,367 
5 

689 
l,149 

·10, 037 
138 

A noteworthy development of the fruit-growing 
industry bas occurred during the last decade. This is 
especially marked in the cultivation of peaches, the 
number of trees h!Lving increased 36,247, or 306.8 per 
cent, and the quantity of fruit produced 4,991 bushels, 

or 434.4 per cent. Substantial gains were made in 
every county of the state. In Newport county the 
number of trees increased from 399 to 3,227, or 709 
per cent; in Providence county, from 2,096 to 24,373, 
or 1,063 per cent; and in Washington county, from 854 
to 9,634, or 1,028 per cent. -

All counties show in 1899 great increases over the 
quantities of fruit reported in 1889. The principal 
factors in this increase are the planting of young trees, 
more scientific methods of caring for orchards, and a 
more favorable year. The twemge yield per tree wtis 
31.0 per cent greater than ten years before. 

The number of apple t1·ees increa8ed 3.1 per cent, the 
entire gain having been in .Providence and Washington 
counties. All other counties report a decrease, that in 
Bristol county having been from 6,591 trees to 3,599 
trees, or 45.4 per cent. The number of bushels gath
ered, however, was greater in every county than in 1889, 
the gaii~ for the state having been 41.8 per cent. New
port county reported tho largest relative increase, from 
8, 712 to 30,343 bushels. 

Peartrees increased in number 12.3 per cent, decreases 
in Bristol, Kent, and Washington counties having been 
offset by an increase from 10,210 to 13,432 trees in 
Providence county. Bristol county was the only one 
to report a s1mtller quantity of pea.rs in 1899 than in 
1889. The crop of the state increased 24.1 per cent. 

The urmsually favorable season of 1889 was respon
sible for an increase of 92. fJ per cent in the cherry crop, 
although the number of trees had decreased 27.2 per 

. cent. The number of plum and prune trees increased 
265.8 per cent and the quantity of fruit produced, 313.8 
per cent. 

Providence county contains a large proportion of the 
fruit trees of the sbite, reporting in moo, 56.4 per cent 
of the apple trees; 50. 7 per cent of the pei1ch trees; 
57. 5 per cent of the pear trees; 66.3 per cent of the 
cherry trees; and 45.9 per cent of the plum and prune 
trees. Of the tota1 product, this county reports 44.1 
pel' cent of the apples; 20.4 per cent of the peaches; 
49. 0 per cent of the pears; 77. 7 per cent of the cherries; 
and 51.3 per cent of the plums and prnnm;. "Washing
ton county sfands second, with about 20 per cent of all 
trees and fruits produced. 

For the state the total value of all orchard products 
in 1899 was $155,571. Of this amount Dristol county 
reported $4,338; Kent county, $21, 986; Newport county., 
$15,572; Providence county, $77,040; and Wa:,,;hington 
county, $36,634. 

VEGETABLES AND SMALL FRUITS. 

In 1889 the value of all vegetables, including potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, and onions, was $892,487, of which 
amount 44.4 per cent represents the value of potatoes. 
The total area used in the growing of miscellaneous 
vegetables, not including potatoes and onions, was 4,873 
acres, of which 1,189 acres wore devoted to sweet corn; 
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325 acres to tomatoes; 302 acres to cabbages; and 258 
acres to cucumbers. A considerable portion of the 
total acreage was included in family gardens, the.prod
ucts of which were not reported in detail. 

Irrigation was reported on 2 farms only' and the 
total area irrigated was 40 acres. This entire acreage 
was in garden crops, and the value of the produce · 
grown in 1899 was $32,515, an average of over $800 
per acre. 

The cultivation of small fruits was reported by 719 
farmers. :E'rom 565 acres, an average of 0. 73 acre per 
farm, they obtained in 1899 fruit Vttlued at $5~,292. 
The acreage and products of berries were as follows: 
Cranberries, 300 acres and 209,888 quarts; stmwber
ries, 154 acres and 381,870 quarts; raspberries and 
loganberries, 47 acres and 83,300 quarts; currants, 26 
acres and 54,020 qua1·ts; blackberries and dewberries, 
17 acres and 23,600 quarts; gooseberries, 7 acres and 
5,820 quarts; and unclassified berries, 14 acres and 
31,200 quarts. Of the grand total of 789,698 quarts, 
strawberries yielded :1:8.4 per cent. 

CULTURE OF FLOWERS, AND USE OF GLASS TN AGRI

CULTURE. 

In 1899, 177 acres of land were devoted to the culti
vation of flowers and or1rnmental plants, and the prod
uct8 sold therefrom were valued ttt $314,806. The 
number of establishments reporting was 139, making 
the aver11ge area 1.3 acres and the average value of 
products $2,264. 79. 

In 108 of these establishments commercial floriculture 
was the principal business. The Cttpital invested in 
hwd and improvements, buildings, implements, and live 

stock was $782,115, of which $339,825 represents the 
value of the buildings. The receipts from flowers and 
plants were $288,659, and from other products, $7,515. 
The proprietors expended $72,982 for labor and $5,950 
for. fertilizers. 

The tlorists' establishments reported greenhouses with 
a glass surface of 962,204 square feet, covering 721,653 
square feet of ground. In addition, 93 farmers and 
market gardeners used glass in growing flowers, plants, 
or vegetables. They had an area under glass of 675,44 7 
square feet, making, with that reported by the florists, 
a total area under glass of 1,397,100 square feet. 

LABOR AND FERTILIZERS. 

The amount expended in 1899 for labor, including 
board furnished, was $1,032,360, an average of $188 per 
farm. The average expenditure was naturally greatest 
on the most intensively cultivated farms, being $1,345 
for nurseries, $676 for florists' establishments, $356 for 
vegetable farms, and $301 for dairy farms. The lowest 
tWerage cost of labor, $70 per farm, waH on live-stock 
farms. The varintions in average expenditure corre
spond closely with the size of farms and the value of 
products. 

The total cost of fertilizers purchased in 1899 was 
$264,140, an average of $48 per farm, and an incren8e of 
52.8 per cent over the sum expended in 1889. In that 
year each farmer expended, on an average, but $31 

. per farm, $17 less than in 1899. Of the total amount 
expended in 1899, 43. 3 per cent was for fertilizers used 
on Vegefable farms, the average for 8UCh farms, $2011 

being greater than for any other class. 

0 


